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BROCKVILLE MUSEUM MINUTES 
20 November 2012 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:    Dr. John Arnott, Barb Healy, Sue McTavish, Neil O’Brien, 

Gwyn Marriott 
 

Board Members Absent:   Paul Naylor, Scott Bennett 
 
Guests: None 
 
CHAIR: Brian Porter SECRETARY: Chuck Quick        STAFF: Bonnie Burke 
 
 
CITY COUNCILLOR:  Tom Blanchard,  Absent 
 
 
1.0 CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 pm 
 
2.0 APPROVAL/ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: 
 

MOVED:     Neil O’Brien                            SECONDED: Sue McTavish 
 
 That the agenda be approved as distributed. 
       CARRIED 
 
3.0 APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 18 September 2012 
 
 MOVED: Barb Healy    SECONDED:  Chuck Quick  
  

That the minutes be accepted as distributed 
       CARRIED 
 
4.0 APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS OF THE STAFF REPORT:  
    
 MOVED: Gywn Marriott   SECONDED: Neil O’Brien 
 
 That the staff report be accepted as distributed.      
 CARRIED 
 
5.0 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 

 
N/A 
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6.0 EXECUTIVE REPORTS: 
 

6.1 City Council:  
None 

 
 

6.2 Chairman of the Board:  
 None 
  

 
6.3 Curator/Director: 

 
Correspondence: 
 
Incoming: 
 

 Note from Tom Blanchard asking us to reconsider Tuesday meetings as they 
conflict with City Council. 

 
Outgoing: 

 A get well card was sent to Elliott Parker who is quite ill in hospital. 

 A note was sent to council rep regarding keeping our meetings on Tuesday 
evenings. 

 A note was sent to City Hall out lining our requirement for Board appointments.  
 

Director’s Verbal Report: 
 

 Completed interview with Carlton University student. She is a journalism 
student writing an article about the Canadian Museums Association. 

 A review of the municipal insurance has led to a review of our appraisals, 
location of artifacts, etc. A complete report has been sent to City Hall. 

 The City has found another insurer with reduced premiums. 

 A new loan agreement has been sent to the Oshawa Automotive Museum (for 
the Atlas auto). 

 Work has begun on updating the museum inventory lists. All audio visual 
equipment, furniture, kitchen equipment, file cabinets, exhibit cases, computers 
etc are listed with description, location, date acquired and an estimate of present 
value. 

 Staff is reviewing the advertising strategy and budget (free and paid). The 
director passed around a number of advertising examples.  

 City Department Operational review report is available from the office for 
review. This is the final report of the management consultant. 
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 Writers’ Festival held here in the museum with 40 in attendance featuring 
Elizabeth Hay (Giller prize winner). 

 The curator met with Steve Wier, the new tourism manager for the Chamber of 
Commerce and he guaranteed Doors Open membership fee for this year- 
(approximately $1200). 31 sites in our region benefit from this contribution. 

 Special thanks to the volunteers for the cleaning bee held this October 24th. 
 

7.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

7.1 Collection:  

 At the last meeting several interesting objects were accepted: Special typewriter 
from the Brockville Jail, man’s wool bathing costume, a painting of the Toronto 
Dominion Bank, photo of the S. D. & G. Highlanders, a membership certificate 
for the Order of the Eastern Star. 

 
7.2 Conservation:  

 See Friends’ Report 
 
7.3 Research:  

 Nancy Gates of Winnipeg Manitoba has in her possession numerous letters 
pertaining to the Senkler family of Brockville and will transcribe them. She will 
be donating these as well as other artifacts. Other Brockville family names 
mentioned in these letters include the Reynolds, and the Smarts. The Research 
committee assisted Nancy and she has since requested a membership form. This 
will be a large collection. 

 
7.4 Exhibit:  

 The Christmas exhibit “A Simpler Christmas” has been placed in the annex. 

 The display case in the foyer shows the George Eland and Recorder and Times 
Christmas Dickens Photos. For 18 years Brockvillians looked forward to these 
annual photos in the newspaper (George Eland, James Blyth and Wilson 
Horton). 

 A Remembrance display was placed in a store window at the 1000 Island mall 
from November 5th to 12th. Toni Endhoven added has beautiful carving to our 
display which highlighted WWII and the uniform of Brockvillian Mrs.  J. Pearce. 

 
7.5 Interpretation & Education:  

 The newly constructed Christmas exhibit in the annex will form the basis for this 
years Christmas education programs. 

 Bookings are now being received for these programs. 
 

7.6 Human Resources:  

 Nothing to report 
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7.7 Community/Volunteer:  

 Farmers’ Market is in the museum each Saturday for November and December. 
The 3rd Saturday was poorly attended as many of the vendors attended the large 
craft show in Prescott. 

 The Brockville Artists’ Show and Sale was well attended with over 741 visitors.  
The total visitors for 2011 was 480. 

 
7.8 Physical Plant – Building and Grounds:  

 The Volunteers did an excellent job at ‘cleaning’ the museum . Staff served coffee 
and cookies and all had a good time. 

 Volunteers held a “decorating the museum day” for Christmas. The foyer and 
Carriage Hall are looking very festive. 

 Two Volunteers, Kris Kerr and Virginia Roode have taken on the job of 
organizing the three children’s corners in the museum. Looking at the museum 
surveys it is evident that these are important areas. We look forward to seeing 
their plans.  

 Special thanks to Barb and Harold Healy for the collection of leaves, and their 
work in the gardens this fall. 

 Two contractors have been called to look at the emergency exit door off the 
stairway to the classroom level as it is in need of repair/replacement due to a 
rotten casing. There are probably water issues that need to be addressed as well. 

 A person was sleeping the stairwell on the south side of Beecher House, and 
their goods blocked this fire exit. The police were contacted and City workers 
have removed the goods. This will continue to be monitored. 

 No word has been received about the replacement of the roof on the Beecher 
House as there are a number of leaks. It was to have been replaced before year 
end. 

 The door to the caboose was kicked in and badly damaged. Temporary repairs 
were done and the Director will enquire about finding a replacement door for 
installation in the spring from the Railway Museum in Smiths Falls. 

  
7.9 Finance: 

 The grant check of $27,176 from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport was 
received (same amount as last year). 

 The variance report for November and December will show a difference in staff 
wages due to unused “lieu time” accumulated by part time staff. This is a change 
in accounting practice. 

 
7.10 Standards/Policy:  

 Nothing to report 
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7.11 Strategic Plan:  

 Several questions were asked about the recent review and report. 
 
7.12 Steering Committee (Expansion): 

 Brian Porter will contact someone with building experience early in the new year 
to arrive at an estimate of expansion costs. 

 
 

7.13 Marketing Report: 

 The director has a report on City tourism and marketing for review by interested 
Board members. 

 
8.0 INTERNAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
8.1 Technology: 

Awaiting grant response from the Ministry. (past due) 
 
8.2 Fund Raising:  

 The Beer Tasting Fundraiser has been re-scheduled to the spring of 2013.  

 A suggestion was made that perhaps multiple events be considered with 
individual brewers as there seemed to be some evidence that this is more what 
the brewers would like. 

 A Christmas fundraiser will be held at the museum on December 5th at 2:30 pm. 
Visitors will receive free admission, view the unveiling of the Christmas exhibit, 
have afternoon tea and have a tea demonstration. 

 The Board was pointed to the Fundraising Chart of Events planned for the 
upcoming year, and were requested to suggest other events. 

 
8.3 Friends: 

 Get well card sent to Elliott Parker. 

 The gift shop has been well stocked with maple syrup, jewelry, children’s toys, 
preserves, books, etc. 

 The director will take product to a Christmas Sale on Thursday November 29th at 
the Lyn School. 

 $857.67 was spent at Hang Ups: charcoal painting with new mats, foamcore 
backing, assembly, same for a watercolor, wool wreath and cross stitch sampler 
with a frame, mat, shadowbox, glass and backing. 

 There has been further discussion on possible out trips for 2013. 
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9.0 EXTERNAL REPORTS: 
 
9.1 Genealogy:  

 

 Numbers of visitors and volunteers are not increasing and this is a concern for the 
society. 

 
 MOVED:  Neil O’Brien    SECONDED:  Chuck Quick 
 
 That all committee reports (above) are approved as read and/or distributed. 
 
       CARRIED 
10.0 NEW BUSINESS:  

Gywn Marriott is stepping down from the Board after 16 years and Brian Porter presented her 
with a thank you gift. 
 

11.0 DATE, TIME, LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING: 
 
Tuesday: January 15th  at 7:00 pm (note that this is the 3rd Tuesday of the month) in the 
Classroom of the Museum. 
 

  
12.0 ADJOURNMENT:          9:00 pm 

 
 MOVED:  Neil O’Brien 
        CARRIED  
 
 
 


